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AQUALOOP International Conference



Faculty of Oceanography &  
Geography University of Gdańsk, 

Poland

- Strong marine science programs with hands-on 
training

- Sea-EU educational collaboration and sustainable 
blue economy track

- Participation in public events and ocean awareness 
initiatives

- Student and staff participation at global ocean events

- International cooperation/projects

https://hel.ug.edu.pl/

Employees: 148
Academic Staff: 98

Bachelor’s and Master’s students: 
about 550

PhD students: about 40



| 3

AquaLoop Pilot 1 – TARAS

Testing Algea Applications in Recirculating aquaculture
systems (RAS) to improve aquaculture circularity potential in 

the SB region
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AquaLoop Pilot 1 – TARAS

Farming of Penaeus vannamei

Dr. Joanna Hegele-Drywa (leader)

Microalgae cultivation using processing water

Dr Filip Pniewski (leader)

•4 undergraduate students,

•4 bachelor's degrees thesies (2 defended)

•1 PhD student

•8 interns/volunteers, oceanography students +

international internship

Photo: Joanna Hegele-Drywa
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• Monitoring water quality parameters

• Maintaining culture conditions

• Managing feeding strategies and supplementation

• Shrimp measurements and survival monitoring

• Time management in long-term experimental

cycles

• Applying circular economy principles in practice

AquaLoop Pilot 1 – TARAS

Skilles developed through pilot work:

Photos: Joanna Hegele-Drywa, Monika Normant-Saremba
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https://aqualoop.edu.pl https://oig.ug.edu.pl/news
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Zdjęcia Hanna Dmochowska, Konstantinos Madias

BBT Baltic Hackathon
OVERVIEW

25 Participants
15 Countries
23 Nationalities 
5 blue bioeconomy challenges
6 challenge owners and 
mentors
5 great solutions

Challenge-Based & Experiential 
Learning

Entrepreneurship & Innovation 
Skills Development

Interdisciplinary &
International Collaboaration

Photos: Hanna Dmochowska, Konstantinos Madias
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Aqualoop & TETRAS challenges at the BBT Baltic
Hackathon

Photos: Hanna Dmochowska
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Program participants at
Photo credits: University of Rostock, University of Gdańsk, Klaipeda University

Very high evaluation ratings!
78% - very satisfied 
22% - satisfied

67% - exceeded their expectations  
33% - met their expectations

Very positive feedback
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Conclusion:

AQUALoop & Blue BioTech Baltic Hackathon showed me that:

•Circular economy ≠ only scientific knowledge

•Interdisciplinary collaboration matters

•Practical problem-solving is key

•Ability to connect reaserch with real-world challenges

•Understanding industry needs & effective communication are crucial
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